
69. 
Longquan Celadon Dish with Arabic Inscription   
      龍泉窯印剔花紋銘青瓷大盤 
Diameter: 32.0 cm. (12 1/2 in.) 
Height: 5.5 cm. (2 in.) 

Ming dynasty                  明期初 
15th century A.D. 
Inscribed: Mirza Sayyed xx Mohammed xx          銘 
 
The sturdily potted wide, shallow dish, with rounded sides and a thickened 
mouth rim, is molded in the slightly domed center with a camellia on a leafy 
branch within a barbed double-line border in the form of a five-pointed ogival 
medallion.  Two swiftly carved floral motifs decorate the well on opposite sides 
with intertwined leafy sprays spread out between, all beneath a thick, translucent 
green glaze with slight yellowish tinge that covers the exterior walls as well as the 
low rounded foot and wide base save for a wide unglazed ring that burned red in 
the firing. Within this ring is an ink inscription written in Arabic which reads 
Mirza Sayyed xx Mohammed xx.   
 
 
       Among the great historic collections of 
Chinese ceramics, one is most important in 
the appreciation and understanding of the 
present celadon platter: the accumulation of 
wares housed in the Topkapi Saray Museum 
in Istanbul.  A number of similarly shaped 
celadon platters there are decorated with 
impressed floral blossoms at the bottom 
surrounded by freely incised botanical 
designs in the cavetto.  Three saucer-shaped 
dishes are decorated with impressed 
camellia sprays within barbed panels and 
with incised lotus in the wells, all similar to 
the present (fig. 1).   These dishes are 
significantly larger than the present piece, 
whereas a number of smaller size are 
decorated with peony sprays within the 
barbed panel and lotus scrolls in the well 
(fig. 2) and one with a Chinese character 
within a floral head inside the barbed panel 
and lotus scroll in the well (fig. 3).  There 
are also a good number of related large 
dishes but with bracket-lobed or barbed 
rims, one illustrated here with an impressed 
camellia spray with an ogival arch frame and 
carved floral sprays in the cavetto (fig. 4)  

         It was a common practice for potters at 
the Longquan kilns during the Yuan and  

  Ming dynasties to provide ring-stand firing 
supports by leaving wide glaze-free rings on 
the bases of vessels.  The unglazed rings also 
provided, by chance, a perfect ground  

 
 
  for ink-written inscriptions. Whereas the 
dishes illustrated here in figures 2 and 3 
have owner’s mark drilled on their bases, 
which was commonly done in the Middle 
East, a former owner of the present piece 
took advantage of the unglazed ceramic 
ground to have his name written in ink.        
Such personal marks and names on 
ceramics in the Topkapi were applied by the 
owners of the ceramics before they were 
acquired by the Ottoman sultans for use 
within the walls of the Topkapi Palace. The 
primary conduits for acquiring the ceramics 
imported from China were wars that 
provided booty to the victors, taxation on 
inheritance, gifts and to a much lesser 
extent through purchase. This background 
to the collection is provided in the 
invaluable Topkapi catalogue.1 
      Like the Topkapi inscriptions, the 
present one is in the Farsi language written 
in the Arabic alphabet.  If some of the 
present inscription is illegible, that too is 
consistent with many of the Topkapi pieces 
where written inscriptions have been worn 
away and are indecipherable.  The present 
piece fortunately for us was able to remain 
free of the clutches of the Ottoman court 
and is available today for someone else to 
treasure. 
 

 
 



 
1. See John Ayers, Unsal Vucel and Julian Raby in Regina Krahl and John Ayers, Chinese Ceramics 
in the Topkapi Saray Museum, Istanbul:  A Complete Catalogue, vol. I: Historical Introductions; Yuan and 
Ming Dynasty Celadon Wares, London, 1986.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1: Longquan celadon dish with molded and 
carved design, Ming dynasty, 15th century A.D., 
Topkapi Saray Museum, Istanbul, after Regina 
Krahl and John Ayers, Chinese Ceramics in the 
Topkapi Saray Museum, vol. III: Celadons, 
London, 1986, no. 408, p. 341.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2: Longquan celadon dish with molded  
and carved design, Ming dynasty, 15th  
century A.D., Topkapi Saray Museum, 
Istanbul, after Regina Krahl and John Ayers,  
Chinese Ceramics in the Topkapi Saray Museum,  
vol. III: Celadons, London, 1986, no. 413,  
p. 342. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 3: Longquan celadon dish with molded and 
carved design, Ming dynasty, 15th century A.D., 
Topkapi Saray Museum, Istanbul, after Regina 
Krahl and John Ayers, Chinese Ceramics in the 
Topkapi Saray Museum, vol. III: Celadons, 
London, 1986, no. 418, p. 343.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 4: Longquan celadon dish with molded and 
carved design, Ming dynasty, 15th century A.D., 
Topkapi Saray Museum, Istanbul, after Regina 
Krahl and John Ayers, Chinese Ceramics in the 
Topkapi Saray Museum, vol. III: Celadons, 
London, 1986, no. 395, p. 338. 

 

 
 
 
 


